


This April and May, we are
creating a brighter vision for foster care.

At SOS Children's Villages Illinois, we are committed
to the work of preventing child abuse and family
separation, supporting siblings in foster care, and
forging paths towards loving, forever families.
Centered on the Village model of care, we are
dedicated to providing programs, services, and
advocacy year-round for the unigue needs of the
communities we serve. During April and May
specifically, we honor Child Abuse Prevention Month
and Foster Care Awareness Month by amplifying our
voices with the help of our friends and supporters.
As Influencers, you provide the important work within
your own networks, peer groups, and workplaces to
not only educate others on what we do at SOS
Illinois, but to further the conversation on the ever-
transforming landscape of foster care. In this kit,
you'll find important dates, statistics, and strategies
that will be helpful as you join us in the
#Voices4FosterCare Campaign in the months ahead.
It is only with your words that we are able to tell our
story, and it is only with your love that we are able
to transform lives.

Thank you for your dedication to furthering

our mission and helping us build the future of
foster care. We could not do it without you.

(

Tim McCormick, Chief Executive Officer


https://www.sosillinois.org/sos-illinois-raises-awareness-mental-health-foster-care/
https://www.sosillinois.org/sos-illinois-raises-awareness-mental-health-foster-care/

Important dates s nashtags

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
April 1 - Beginning of "Hands are for High Fives" campaign

April 3 - Wear Blue Day #WearingBlueForSOSlllinois

April 10 - National Sibling Day: #SuperSiblings

April 28 - National Superhero Day: #RaisingSuperheroes

May is Foster Care Awareness Month
May 5 - National Foster Care Day: #SOSlllinois

May 7 - Dining & Conversation: #Voices4FosterCare; #Dining&Conversation

May 11 - Birth Mother's Day: #BirthMothersDay

May 12: Mother's Day: #MothersDay
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Important stats ;i

e SOS lllinois has celebrated a 100% high school graduation rate
for fifteen years in a row, compared to the national average of only
48% of teens in foster care.

e 75% (or 3 in every 4) siblings are separated in foster care. SOS
llllinois' model of care keeps siblings together.

e SOS lllinois' Casa Tepeyac program helps keep at-risk families in
the community strong before a child is required to enter into foster
care.

e SOS lllinois cared for over 500 children and families last year,
making a major impact.

e SOS lllinois trains professional, full-time Foster Parents who care
for up to six children at one time in a Village home. Each Village is
staffed with on-site case managers, clinical therapists, activity and
educational coordinators, and more.

e SOS lllinois Foster Parents work in the home full-time; they do not
have outside employment because caring for up to six children in
foster care is already a full-time job!

e SOS lllinois Foster Parents serve, on average, five years in their
important role. In traditional foster care, parents only serve an
average of one year.
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» SOS lllinois operates three Villages where siblings are united in
foster care: two in Chicago and one in Lockport, lllinois. SOS
lllinois also operates a preventative services center in Chicago.

» SOS lllinois Foster Parents undergo extensive background
screenings, training, and on-site experience before they are hired
as Foster Parents. This is to ensure all SOS lllinois children and
families are safe, secure, and well loved.

e SOS lllinois is based off of an over 70-year-old, international
model of care first developed in Austria in response to the need to
provide care to children who lost their parents during World War Il.

e SOS lllinois has supporters all around the country, including many
notable names in entertainment, music, advocacy, and more.

« SOS lllinais is in the process of constructing its third community
center, the Roosevelt Square Community Center, which will serve
the SOS lllinois families at Roosevelt Square Village as well as
over 5,000 individuals in the community.

« At the heart of the Roosevelt Square Community Center will be a
culinary kitchen, which will provide classes and training in the
hospitality industry for community teens and adults.
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about SOS lllinois

SOS lllinois accepts donations all year, including gifts made online
at sosillinois.org/giving.

SOS lllinois is among only 25% of charities nation-wide to receive
a 4 Star Rating from Charity Navigator, the top resource for
evaluating charities and nonprofit organizations in the U.S.

SOS lllinois celebrates a birthday every other day of the year.
Choosing SOS lllinois as your Facebook Birthday Fundraiser is an
easy way to honor our children's birthdays with your birthday!

SOS lllinois is accredited by the Council of Accreditation, ensuring
that we provide the best level of care to the children and families
we serve.

SOS lllinois is currently celebrating its 30th Anniversary, having
cared for thousands of children in families for over three decades
in lllinois.

SOS lllinois has corporate supporters from all across industries.
SOS lllinois works closely with biological parents in order to

reunite the children in our care with their biological families
whenever possible.
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about U.S. foster care

There are over 450,000 children in foster care in the United
States.

Children enter foster care when a parent or parents are unable to
provide the type of care that keeps a child healthy, happy, and
thriving. The most common reason a child enters foster care is
neglect.

Though children can enter foster care at any age before 18, the
average age of a child in U.S. foster care is eight.

Each child in foster care has a "permanency plan," a plan created
to a help a child reach a forever home through reunification with
biological parents, adoption, or independence.

Though adoption through foster care is important, reunification
with biological parents or family is often the permanency goal for a
child in foster care.

About 25% of children in foster care are currently eligible for
adoption. Infants are far more likely to get adopted over other age
groups, while teens are least likely to get adopted. Adopting older
children and teens is always a great need.
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- show off our partnership in support of this important time of year!
Let us know your ideas for collaboration by reaching out to
info@sosillinois.org.
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https://www.sosillinois.org/about-us/our-villages/
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TURN YOUR FACEBOOK BLUE FOR A WEEK

Online and social media visibility is so important as we
work to spread the word about SOS Illinois, Child Abuse
Prevention Month, and Foster Care Awareness Month.
This April and May, commit to "turning your Facebook or
Instagram Blue" for a week in honor of our mission.
Download the profile and header graphics by clicking
here to let your friends know that you are helping to
raise awareness this spring. Don't forget to tag us in
your photo so that we can count you as our advocate this
April and May!






Click each icon to be connected to our platforms and pages
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http://facebook.com/soscvi
https://www.instagram.com/sosillinois/
https://twitter.com/sosillinois
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYnTUC-Nzcg9iAZ9Qlev0qQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.pinterest.com/sosillinois/pins/
http://www.sosillinois.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sos-children's-villages-illinois/
https://www.sosillinois.org/sos-illinois-raises-awareness-mental-health-foster-care/
http://sosillinois.org/connect

