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At SOS Chi ldren 's  V i l lages I l l ino is ,  we are commit ted
to the work of  prevent ing ch i ld  abuse and fami ly
separat ion,  suppor t ing s ib l ings in  foster  care,  and
forg ing paths towards lov ing,  forever  fami l ies.
Centered on the Vi l lage model  o f  care,  we are
dedicated to  prov id ing programs,  serv ices,  and
advocacy year- round for  the unique needs of  the
communi t ies we serve.  Dur ing Apr i l  and May
speci f ica l ly ,  we honor  Chi ld  Abuse Prevent ion Month
and Foster  Care Awareness Month by ampl i fy ing our
vo ices wi th  the help of  our  f r iends and suppor ters .
As In f luencers,  you prov ide the impor tant  work wi th in
your  own networks,  peer  groups,  and workplaces to
not  on ly  educate others on what  we do at  SOS
I l l ino is ,  but  to  fur ther  the conversat ion on the ever-
t ransforming landscape of  foster  care.  In  th is  k i t ,
you ' l l  f ind impor tant  dates,  s ta t is t ics ,  and s t ra teg ies
that  wi l l  be helpfu l  as you jo in  us in  the
#Voices4FosterCare Campaign in  the months ahead.
I t  is  on ly  wi th  your  words that  we are able to  te l l  our
s tory ,  and i t  is  on ly  wi th  your  love that  we are able
to t ransform l ives.

Thank you for  your  dedicat ion to  fur ther ing
our  miss ion and help ing us bui ld  the fu ture of
foster  care.  We could not  do i t  without you .

This April and May, we are 
creating a brighter vision for foster care.

Tim McCormick,  Chief  Execut ive Of f icer

https://www.sosillinois.org/sos-illinois-raises-awareness-mental-health-foster-care/
https://www.sosillinois.org/sos-illinois-raises-awareness-mental-health-foster-care/


Mat 1- 31 - Foster Parent Appreciation Month

May 4  - Wear Blue Day #WearingBlueForSOSIllinois
              Snap a photo for social media of you in your best blue

May 8 - Birth Mother's Day: #BirthMothersDay
            
May 9: Mother's Day: #MothersDay

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

important dates

May is Foster Care Awareness Month

April 1 - 2 - Plant a Pinwheel Garden

April 9 - Wear Blue Day #WearingBlueForSOSIllinois
              Snap a photo for social media of you in your best blue

April 10 - National Sibling Day: #SuperSiblings
               We’ve got them, and we know you do to, tell us why 
               you think your siblings are super

April 28 - National Superhero Day: #RaisingSuperheroes
               Join us as we celebbrate the heroes of our community!

& hashtags



important stats
SOS Illinois has celebrated a 100% high school graduation rate
for sixteen years in a row, compared to the national average of
only 48% of teens in foster care.

75% (or 3 in every 4) siblings are separated in foster care. SOS
Illlinois' model of care keeps siblings together.

SOS Illinois' Casa Tepeyac program helps keep at-risk families in
the community strong before a child is required to enter into foster
care.

SOS Illinois cared for nearly 500 children and families last year,
making a major impact.

SOS Illinois trains professional, full-time Foster Parents who care
for up to six children at one time in a Village home. Each Village is
staffed with on-site case managers, clinical therapists, activity and
educational coordinators, and more.

SOS Illinois Foster Parents work in the home full-time; they do not
have outside employment because caring for up to six children in
foster care is already a full-time job!

 SOS Illinois Foster Parents serve, on average, five years in their
important role. In traditional foster care, parents only serve an
average of one year.

& talking 
points

about SOS Illinois



important stats
SOS Illinois operates three Villages where siblings are united in
foster care: two in Chicago and one in Lockport, Illinois. SOS
Illinois also operates a preventative services center in Chicago.

SOS Illinois Foster Parents undergo extensive background
screenings, training, and on-site experience before they are hired
as Foster Parents. This is to ensure all SOS Illinois children and
families are safe, secure, and well loved.

SOS Illinois is based off of an over 70-year-old, international
model of care first developed in Austria in response to the need to
provide care to children who lost their parents during World War II.

SOS Illinois has supporters all around the country, including many
notable names in entertainment, music, advocacy, and more. 

In 2020, SOS Illinois completed construction on its third
community center, the Roosevelt Square Community Center,
which will serve the SOS Illinois families at Roosevelt Square
Village as well as over 5,000 individuals in the community.

At the heart of the Roosevelt Square Community Center is the
Goya Learning Kitchen, which will provide classes and training in
the hospitality industry for community teens and adults.

& talking 
points

about SOS Illinois



important stats
SOS Illinois accepts donations all year, including gifts made online
at sosillinois.org/giving. 

SOS Illinois is among only 25% of charities nation-wide to receive
a 4-Star Rating from Charity Navigator, the top resource for
evaluating charities and nonprofit organizations in the U.S., as
well as a Platinum rating from GuideStar. 

SOS Illinois celebrates a birthday every other day of the year.
Choosing SOS Illinois as your Facebook Birthday Fundraiser is an
easy way to honor our children's birthdays with your birthday!

SOS Illinois is accredited by the Council of Accreditation, ensuring
that we provide the best level of care to the children and families
we serve.

SOS Illinois has corporate supporters from all across industries.

SOS Illinois works closely with biological parents in order to
reunite the children in our care with their biological families
whenever possible.

Our Racial Justice Committe has been working hard to educate
and advocate for social justice within the organziation, as well as
working to impact the larger narrative of child welfare system.

& talking 
points

about SOS Illinois



important stats
There are over 450,000 children in foster care in the United
States.

Children enter foster care when a parent or parents are unable to
provide the type of care that keeps a child healthy, happy, and
thriving. The most common reason a child enters foster care is
neglect, which most often result due to poverty.

Though children can enter foster care at any age before 18, the
average age of a child in U.S. foster care is eight.

Each child in foster care has a "permanency plan," a plan created
to a help a child reach a forever home through reunification with
biological parents, adoption, or independence. 

Though adoption through foster care is important, reunification
with biological parents or family is often the permanency goal for a
child in foster care. 

About 25% of children in foster care are currently eligible for
adoption. Infants are far more likely to get adopted over other age
groups, while teens are least likely to get adopted. Adopting older
children and teens is always a great need.

& talking 
points

about U.S. foster care



 ways to promote
#Voices4FosterCare

in April and May
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#10
Dur ing Chi ld  Abuse Prevent ion Month and Foster  Care
Awareness Month,  we wi l l  be shar ing impor tant
in format ion and s tat is t ics  about  ch i ld  safety ,  v io lence
prevent ion,  and the foster  care system. Our  reach can go
far  beyond our  f r iends and fo l lowers wi th  your  he lp.
Commit  to  shar ing one,  two,  or  more posts  a week on
each p la t form on which you are act ive.  This  is  an easy
way to  ra ise brand awareness,  whi le  a lso spreading
impor tant  resources that  can make a major  impact !  L inks
to a l l  o f  our  soc ia l  p la t forms can be found by c l ick ing on
the icons on the f ina l  page of  th is  k i t .

S H A R E  O U R  S T O R I E S  O N  S O C I A L  A N D  B E Y O N D



Up  to  75% of  s ibl ings  are  separated  in  foster  care .  At  SOS

Il l inois ,  we  know  how  important  brothers  and  s isters  can  be .

We  unite  s ibl ings  in  care  to  preserve  famil ia l  bonds  and

help  safeguard  chi ldren  f rom  further  trauma .  Join  us  in

spreading  our  message  about  the  importance  of  s ibl ings  by

sharing  why  your  s ibl ings  are  important  to  YOU !  On  Apri l  10

- -  National  Sibl ings  Day  - -  create  a  quick  video  on  Facebook ,

Instagram ,  Twitter ,  or  YouTube  about  the  important  bonds

you  have  with  your  brothers  and  s isters ,  making  sure  to  use

the  hashtag  #supersibl ings  in  your  post .  Don 't  forget  to  tag

us  so  we  can  share  i t  with  al l  our  fol lowers  too !

L E N D  Y O U R  V O I C E  T O  O U R  # S U P E R S I B L I N G S
#9



We love when suppor ters  ask how the i r  workplaces can jo in  up
wi th  SOS I l l ino is  dur ing Chi ld  Abuse Prevent ion Month and
Foster  Care Awareness Month.  One of  the many ways to  be
involved is  by of fer ing us space to  d isp lay resources and
promot ional  mater ia ls  in  your  lobby,  s toref ront ,  or  ent ryway which
can create an awesome v isual  impact .  You may a lso choose to
inc lude in format ion about  us in  newslet ters ,  emai l  b lasts ,  and
publ icat ions dur ing th is  t ime.  We would love any exc i t ing way to
show of f  our  par tnersh ip in  suppor t  o f  th is  impor tant  t ime of  year !
Let  us know your  ideas for  co l laborat ion by reaching out  to
in fo@sosi l l ino is .org.

C R E A T E  V I S I B I L I T Y  O F  O U R  M I S S I O N
#8



Dur ing Chi ld  Abuse Prevent ion Month and Foster  Care Awareness
Month,  SOS I l l ino is  and organizat ions across the country  wi l l  o f fer
v i r tua l  events  to  educate and advocate for  ch i ldren and fami l ies in
need.  This  Apr i l  and May,  we wi l l  share resrouces to  jo in  vr i tua l
events  on a var ie ty  o f  top ics.  We encourage you to  jo in  and learn
more about  the chal lenges fac ing ch i ld  wel fare today,  and how you
can help make a d i f ference.  

L E A R N  M O R E  B Y  J O I N I N G  A  V I R T U A L  E V E N T
#7



Chi ld  abuse and the foster  care cyc le  can of ten be t raced
back to  a lack of  access ib le  resources.  As we work to
break the cyc le  of  foster  care,  hav ing necessary
resources avai lab le can help s t rengthen fami l ies at - r isk
of  separat ion or  prepar ing for  reuni f icat ion.  This  Apr i l
and May,  consider  host ing a dr ive at  your  workplace,
local  l ibrary ,  f i tness center ,  or  o ther  communal  locat ion
where f r iends and suppor ters  can contr ibute.  Necessary
i tems inc lude bed l inens,  profess ional  c lo th ing,  ch i ldren 's
books,  and much more.  Need ideas on wish l is ts  for
dr ives? Contact  our  Di rector  o f  Advancement ,  Amy
Kaczmarek,  a t  akaczmarek@sosi l l ino is .org.

H O S T  A  D R I V E  T O  B E N E F I T  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S
#6

https://www.sosillinois.org/about-us/our-villages/


On Apr i l  9  and May 5,  we wi l l  be wear ing b lue to
show that  we s tand against  ch i ld  abuse and are
work ing towards making I l l ino is  a  safer ,  heal th ier
s tate for  fami l ies everywhere.  Jo in  us by wear ing
your  favor i te  b lue out f i t  or  accessory,  and snap a
photo of  yourse l f  for  soc ia l  media.  Tag us to  le t  us
know that  you are #Wear ingBlueForSOSI l l ino is  and
are doing your  par t  to  end ch i ld  abuse.

P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  W E A R  B L U E  D A Y S
#5



SOS I l l ino is  o f fers  a weal th  of  in format ion and
exper t ise on ch i ld  wel fare,  foster ing in  I l l ino is ,  and
our  un ique model  o f  care.  Looking to  br ing in
guest  speakers for  a  " lunch and learn" ,  communi ty
involvement  fa i r ,  or  parent  educat ion c lass? Let  us
know how we can suppor t  your  needs,  whi le  a lso
shar ing great  in format ion about  our  miss ion.  We
would love to  co l laborate on programming or  speak
in f ront  o f  a  group of  your  peers!  Reach out  to  us
at  in fo@sosi l l ino is .org to  request  a  speaker .

H O S T  U S  A S  V I S I T I N G  S P E A K E R S
#4



Bui ld ing work exper ience now helps to  prevent
fur ther ing the cyc le  of  foster  care la ter .  Consider
reaching out  to  SOS I l l ino is  regard ing in ternship
and ent ry- leve l  oppor tun i t ies f i t  for  h igh school
s tudents  or  recent  graduates.  In  addi t ion,  fami l ies
served through Casa Tepeyac a lso benef i t  f rom
learn ing about  susta inable employment  for  adul ts
of  a l l  ages,  especia l ly  oppor tun i t ies that  request
Spanish-speaking or  b i l ingual  profess ionals .
Reach out  to  in fo@sosi l l ino is .org to  le t  us know
you' re  h i r ing!

E M P L O Y  T H E  T E E N S  &  A D U L T S  W E  S E R V E
#3



Onl ine and soc ia l  media v is ib i l i ty  is  so impor tant  as we
work to  spread the word about  SOS I l l ino is ,  Chi ld  Abuse
Prevent ion Month,  and Foster  Care Awareness Month.
This  Apr i l  and May,  commit  to  " turn ing your  Facebook or
Instagram Blue"  for  a  week in  honor  of  our  miss ion.
Download the prof i le  and header  graphics by c l ick ing
here to  le t  your  f r iends know that  you are help ing to
ra ise awareness th is  spr ing.  Don' t  forget  to  tag us in
your  photo so that  we can count  you as our  advocate th is
Apr i l  and May!

T U R N  Y O U R  F A C E B O O K  B L U E  F O R  A  W E E K
#2



While April and May are major months at SOS Illinois, we need
Influencer support all year. From our Graduation Celebration in
June, to Mental Illness Awareness Month in October, to
Holiday Giving in December, the power of your influence can
extend far beyond these two months! Join us as Influencers
throughout the year to help us build our brand, spread our
mission, and keep our children and families safe no matter the
time of the year!

S I G N  U P  T O  B E  A N  I N F L U E N C E R  A L L  Y E A R
#1



CONNECT WITH US
Cl ick each icon to  be connected to  our  p la t forms and pages

http://facebook.com/soscvi
https://www.instagram.com/sosillinois/
https://twitter.com/sosillinois
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYnTUC-Nzcg9iAZ9Qlev0qQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.pinterest.com/sosillinois/pins/
http://www.sosillinois.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sos-children's-villages-illinois/
https://www.sosillinois.org/sos-illinois-raises-awareness-mental-health-foster-care/
http://sosillinois.org/connect

